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said to his Sovereign two days before: the only possible way in
which Mrs. Simpson could become the King's wife, without
a consort's prerogatives, was through special legislation. "His
Majesty's Government are not prepared to introduce such
legislation," said Mr. Baldwin. The Commons cheered for
so long at this announcement that Mr. Baldwin had to pause
before adding his assurance that the Dominions would be
equally steadfast in refusing their assent to such a solution.
Friday closed with little more to add to the story, except a
statement from the Archbishop of Canterbury, designed to
guide the clergy in preparing their sermons for the coming
Sunday. Dr. Lang hoped, he said, that they would "refrain
from speaking directly" on the matters "which had arisen"
affecting the King himself and his subjects. He added, "Words
spoken with imperfect knowledge of an extremely difficult
situation can give no helpful guidance, and may only mislead
or confuse public thought and feeling. Silence is fitting until
the ultimate decisions are made known."
The Church has since been criticised because it gave no
guide to public thought during the crisis. The reason is not
far to seek. The Archbishop had been a close friend of King
George V, and, from the beginning, the King had called on
him to help in trying to persuade the Prince of Wales that
his friendship with Mrs. Simpson was an error. The Prince
rejected the advice of both his father and the Archbishop,
and when the crisis came, all hope of his being influenced by
Dr. Lang was exhausted..
The Archbishop rightly judged that the Church should be
silent upon the question of the marriage, as it was fully known
that the Government and the Press were opposed to it. There
was no need for the Church to emphasise this objection. If
the Government had legalised the King's marriage, the
Church would have been forced to speak, as the entire consti-
tutional relationship between the Church and the Crown
would have been involved and altered. In such circumstances,
the Church would doubtless have been obliged to demand her
disestablishment.